
Table 19.  Doctoral degrees awarded, by major field group: 1966-2001

Science & engineering fields

Academic Non-
year All Earth, Mathe- Biologi- S&E

ending fields Engineer- Physical atmos., & matics/ cal/ Psychol- Social fields
Total ing sciences ocean computer agricul- ogy sciences

sciences sciences tural
sciences

.........1966 17,949 11,570 2,301 2,655 404 769 2,711 1,139 1,591 6,379

.........1967 20,403 13,109 2,607 3,085 415 830 2,966 1,295 1,911 7,294

.........1968 22,937 14,645 2,864 3,239 434 971 3,511 1,464 2,162 8,292

.........1969 25,743 16,288 3,276 3,428 496 1,070 3,815 1,766 2,437 9,455

.........1970 29,498 18,052 3,446 3,893 498 1,225 4,165 1,890 2,935 11,446

.........1971 31,867 19,381 3,514 3,949 536 1,238 4,557 2,145 3,442 12,486

.........1972 33,041 19,342 3,509 3,653 598 1,281 4,454 2,279 3,568 13,699

.........1973 33,755 19,373 3,374 3,444 624 1,233 4,503 2,458 3,737 14,382

.........1974 33,047 18,714 3,161 3,136 615 1,211 4,304 2,598 3,689 14,333

.........1975 32,952 18,799 3,011 3,076 625 1,147 4,402 2,751 3,787 14,153

.........1976 32,946 18,472 2,838 2,861 641 1,003 4,361 2,883 3,885 14,474

.........1977 31,716 18,008 2,648 2,721 689 964 4,266 2,990 3,730 13,708

.........1978 30,875 17,653 2,425 2,611 621 959 4,369 3,055 3,613 13,222

.........1979 31,239 17,872 2,494 2,674 642 979 4,501 3,091 3,491 13,367

.........1980 31,020 17,775 2,479 2,521 628 962 4,715 3,098 3,372 13,245

.........1981 31,356 18,257 2,528 2,627 583 960 4,785 3,358 3,416 13,099

.........1982 31,110 18,275 2,646 2,694 657 940 4,844 3,159 3,335 12,835

.........1983 31,281 18,635 2,781 2,814 624 987 4,756 3,347 3,326 12,646

.........1984 31,336 18,747 2,912 2,851 608 993 4,877 3,257 3,249 12,589

.........1985 31,296 18,934 3,166 2,934 599 998 4,903 3,117 3,217 12,362

.........1986 31,901 19,436 3,376 3,120 559 1,128 4,803 3,126 3,324 12,465

.........1987 32,370 19,894 3,712 3,238 602 1,190 4,815 3,173 3,164 12,476

.........1988 33,500 20,932 4,187 3,350 695 1,264 5,126 3,074 3,236 12,568

.........1989 34,327 21,732 4,543 3,261 723 1,471 5,202 3,208 3,324 12,595

.........1990 36,068 22,869 4,894 3,524 738 1,597 5,502 3,282 3,332 13,199

1 .......1991   37,532 24,021 5,214 3,626 815 1,838 5,722 3,250 3,556 13,511
.........1992 38,889 24,674 5,438 3,780 794 1,927 5,862 3,263 3,610 14,215
.........1993 39,800 25,443 5,698 3,699 771 2,026 6,060 3,420 3,769 14,357
.........1994 41,033 26,203 5,821 3,977 824 2,021 6,280 3,379 3,901 14,830
.........1995 41,748 26,535 6,008 3,841 780 2,187 6,412 3,429 3,878 15,213

.........1996 42,436 27,240 6,309 3,839 794 2,042 6,758 3,495 4,003 15,196

.........1997 42,556 27,240 6,118 3,769 878 2,032 6,771 3,561 4,111 15,316

.........1998 42,652 27,283 5,926 3,825 814 2,104 6,883 3,676 4,055 15,369

.........1999 41,098 25,939 5,332 3,579 805 1,938 6,548 3,673 4,064 15,159

.........2000 41,356 25,962 5,319 3,407 758 1,909 6,797 3,618 4,154 15,394

.........2001 40,790 25,525 5,501 3,388 748 1,833 6,534 3,444 4,077 15,265

 1 Data from All fields and Total in this table do not match Total and Science and engineering degrees in Table 1 from 1991-2001 
because all sex data (including unknown sex category) are included in this Table. Data by unknown sex were not published prior to 
1991. 

NOTE: See section C for specific fields that are included in each category. 

SOURCE: Tabulated by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics; data from NSF/SRS: Survey of 
Earned Doctorates




